
to those which occur in some cases of intestinal rupture. The pro-
minent symptoms, such as sudden pain succeeded by great prostration,
universal collapse, coldness, inverted peristaltic action of the stomach
and intestines, suppression of ihe urinary secretion, with constipation and
a diffused and extreme soreness over ihe whole abdomen, suddenly super-
vening on the first attack, are identical in both cases.
The only diagnostic symptoms which can be relied on, are such as

supervene from excessive loss of blood. From this cause there would
be less inflammatory irritation of the peritoneal surface, and consequently
less tension and heat of the abdomen.
Slanslead, L. C. August 5, 1835.

NARCOTIC SUBSTANCES.*

A?í octavo pamphlet of twenty-nine pages, in double columns, by Dr.
Allen, of Middlebury, Vt. extensively known as an industrious, consci-
entious writer, has been recently received at this office, which treats in a

learned, yet popular manner, of the effects produced on the human system
by distilled spirits, wines, and tobacco.
In the commencement ofthe Essay, the author discovers the mildness

of his character and his earnestness in the great temperance reformation
of the age, by a candid, philosophical examination ofthe actual properties
of the several narcotics which, for several centuries, have been making
melancholy devastation in all ranks of society, and extending their bane-
ful influences into the remotest countries of savage life and barbarism.
Satisfied ofthe correctness of Dr. Allen's deductions, and viewing at

the same time the philanthropic object by which he must have been ac-
tuated while pursuing the series of investigations embodied in his essay,
we congratulate him on the success of his judicious and well-timed la-
bors. This thesis was not written exclusively for medical men, and yet
we cannot doubt that it will hereafter be regarded by them as one of the
most concise and practically valuable dissertations on the true nature of
the several narcotic substances in common, and therefore destructive use
Under the direction of those benevolent institutions which are endeavor-
ing to regenerate our beloved country, and ward ofT the curse of intem-
perance, it should be immediately stereotyped and circulated extensively,
and rapidly, too, throughout the union.
Upon the subject of wines, we are furnished with some historical me-

moranda, probably new to the majority of readers. After explaining
Paul's advice to Timothy, in relation to taking a little wine for the sto-
mach's sake, the writer gives an account of ancient wines, which appear
to have been very unlike most of the vile stuff palmed off upon modern
purchasers." The oriental fermented wines," he remarks, " were less obnoxious
than^our best imported pure wines. And it is evident that the best and
*An Essay on Narcotic Substances, embracing Intoxicating Liquids, Tobacco, &c. By Jonathan
Allen, M.D. Middlebury, Vermont.
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most valued of the ancient wines contained no intoxicating principle
whatever. They were, says Chaptal, mere extracts, evaporated juice of
the grape. Both tbe Greeks and Romans appear to have frequently con-centrated their wines either by spontaneous evaporation or boiling.
Whereas, after having undergone fermentation, at the common tempera-
ture of the air, wines, especially the weaker, like those of Judea, could
be kept to a very great age without becoming impaired in quality.
The moderns keep no wine to such an age as that of the ancients. In
Italy and Germany there are scarce any to be found which has been pre-
served more than fifteen years. In France, the wines that keep best are
those of Nantz and Orleans, and these are reckoned at five or six years
superannuated.
"Among the Romans, the age of wines was the criterion of their good-

ness. Thus the wine compared by Pliny to honey, had been made two
hundred years before ; indeed, wines of a hundred years old and upwards,
seem not to have been uncommon among the luxurious citizens of ancient
Rome. And since the Jews became subject to the Roman power, and
had frequent intercourse with Greece, it is reasonable to conclude that
wines of great age were also esteemed by this admired people."
" The best ancient wines were reduced to syrups, and in some in-

stances, even to dryness ; and thus prepared, they were capable of being
preserved to great age. Aristotle states that the Arcadian wines re-

quired to be diluted with water before they were drank ; and Pliny men-
tions wines as thick as honey, two hundred years old, which it was neces-
sary to dissolve in warm water, and filter through linen before they were
used.—' This was the case with the wine of Ciecuba, according to Mar-
tial : ' ' Túrbida solicito transmitiere Cœeuba sacco.' "
Unfortunately, the limits of the Journal forbid the republication, this

week, of anything more than a few paragraphs. We venture, however,
to copy ihe following, even to the exclusion of other matter.
" Dr. Rush, during five years careful observation in the populous city

of Philadelphia, could find only four or five persons who had been intem-
perate in drinking ardent spirit, that lived to the age of eighty years.These ' had all been day laborera or had deferred drinking till they began
to feel tbe languor of old age.' Dr. Hosack has found that one in ten of
the Society of Friends lives ordinarily to the age of eighty years, while
the average of human life is such that only one in forty lives to that age.
This disparity he very justly attributes to their total abstinence from dis-
tilled spirit. From the most accurate calculation it has been ascertained
that Ihe difference in the duration of life between the sober and the in-
temperate, is thirty years ; and between the moderate drinker and the
abstinent, it may fairly be estimated at fificen years. This shortening of
human life from the use of alcoholic drinks, is in a good degree in conse-
quence of the derangement produced on the digestive organs and the
nervous system. A gentleman who destroyed himself in the meridian oflife by the use of spirit, short of inebriation, continued for some years,
informed the writer that he had impaired the lone of his stomach to such
a degree that for the last year he had not experienced the sensation of
hunger, and that he had for that time taken little or no food except what
he could drink, eating was so Unpleasant to him. Long life much de-
pends on the healthy state of the stomach. Old people commonly have
a good appetite ; when that fails, life is extinguished."The author's remarks on the pharmaceutical use of alcoholic.solutions,
and on the nature and use of tobacco, will be noticed hereafter.
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It is not customary with us to bestow commendations like these on

ephemeral productions ; but we have taken a deep interest in the facts
contained in Dr. Allen's Essay, which cannot be gainsayed cither by
physicians or scoffers. He has done most excellent service.
We are not aware that any copies of this Essay are for sale in this

city, but we should be happy to transmit any order to the publisher.

Indigo become a Medicine.—From an abstract of an article in Rust's Ma-
gazine, No. 3, 1835, an account is given of the recent administration of
indigo in epilepsy. A pattern case, detailed at length, in order to show
how it operated like a charm, is altogether too long for republication, andunsuitable to abridge. Dr. Ideler has the reputation of having first
brought it into notice as a remedy. The manner of preparing the indigo
is in the form of an electuary, containing half an ounce, powdered—
which, to one patient, at first, was given in two days—and next, in one.
Even six drachms have been given in twenty-four hours. After mature
reflection, since reading the paper containing the cases referred to, we
are decidedly of the opinion that the medicinal properties of indigo are
too feeble to be relied upon in any disease.

American Medical Books.—It is a matter of surprise that more medical
books do not originate in the United States. Notwithstanding the difter-
ence of climate in this country from that of England, varying indeed
from torrid heat to polar severity, foreign works which make lili It: or per-
haps no reference to our circumstances, are consulted as infallible guides
by the young practitioner. There is no want of materials, certainly,
and it would be defamatory to accuse ihe profession of being incompe-
tent to the business of writing both learnedly and systematically on the
diseases with which they are most familiar. With the exception of the
medical botany of the Northern and Middle States, we are accused of
having made no brilliant achievements in the theory and practice of
medicine.

Recent Cœsarean Operation.—On the 22d of June, Mrs. Bate, wife of
• a bricklayer, at Birmingham, England, at the full period of pregnancy, '
necessarily underwent this hazardous operation, when every other expe-
dient to save both mother and child had been resorted to. A consultation
was held with Mr. Ingleby,—after which Mr. Knowles proceeded to
operate, in the presence of several professional gentlemen, and was emi-
nently successful, as ihe mother and infant were both doing well at the
last accounts. The child was baptised Julias Cœsar. It will be recol-
lected that the story has been handed down from the ancients, that the
Roman Emperor of that name was brought into existence by a similar
process—whence the name ofthe operation.
Medical Reporters.—Within a few weeks, medical lectures will be re-

commenced in several schools within a few hundred miles of Boston,
from all of which, we should be exceedingly happy to receive abstracts of
the lectures on theory and practice, surgery and medical jurisprudence.
Such a course would be productive of positive advantage to the institu-
tion, and in the sequel beneficial to the whole profession. We therefore
invite the attention of teachers again, to the consideration of the expe-
diency of allowing reporters to transmit, for weekly publication, synopses
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of their lectures. There is not a medical institution of any celebrity in
England or France, that has not been elevated, and at the same mite
especially benefited, by the industry of its reporters.

Ovarian Pregnancy.—We invite the attention of our readers to the
extraordinary case reported in the Journal, the present week, by Dr.
Colby. Were our readers as careful, generally, to communicate their
observations, as this gentleman, an immense mass of important infor-
mation would be accumulated, alike honorable to themselves and useful
to the profession.
' Medical Lectures.—We take the liberty of reminding those in the study
of medicine who are interested in the Berkshire Medical Institution, thatthe annual course of lectures will commence at that college on the 27th
instant—which falls on tlie last Thursday of August.
From an intimate acquaintance with the qualifications of the faculty,

having formerly been several years associated with the School, we feel
warranted in saying that the course of instruction is inferior to that of no
institution in the interior.

Case of Twins, one presenting the Color and Form of a Mulatto.—Ch.A., 22 years of age, was delivered at La Charité, Berlin, on the 25th of
January, 1832, of two female children, seven months-old. The second
was immediately distinguished from the first born, by a peculiar blue-gray
color of the face, hands, &c. and drew the attention of the mother, who
exclaimed, " I thought so."In size and weight both children resembled one another, but the head
of the second child was much more flattened at the sides ; the forehead
was low and compressed ; the eyes were more distant from one another ;
the lips thick, the nose broad, and turned up ; the color of the face, hands,and feet, resembled that of a person who had taken nitrate of silver ; it
was also remarked that the umbilical cord of the first child was white,while that ofthe second was dark.
Both died a few hours after birth, and were presented to the Royal

Museum hy M. Rudolphi.
On being questioned, the mother would give no information about the

children, but some time after confessed that she had i! gone to see " a
black in the month of October past. However, it was discovered that for
a long time previous to January she had been a domestic in a house
where a negro was in the habit of constantly going.—Lancet.
We have an indistinct impression that a similar phenomenon occurred

in the western part of Massachusetts, some fifteen or twenty years ago.Any physician acquainted with the particulars, will confer a favor by
communicating the facts to the Journal.

Re-Vaccination.—The number of Rust's journal from which we have
extracted the foregoing, contains the following particulars relating
to re-vaccination, which we extract from a circular addressed by the
physician-general of the Prussian forces to the army-surgeons in the
year 1833 :
1st. Number of persons vaccinated, 48,478.
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2d. Of these had traces of former vaccination, 37,286 ; doubtful, 7641 ;
scarcely any trace, or none, 3551.3rd. The vaccination and ils effects were regular in 15,269 cases ; ir-
regular in 12,203 ; without any effect in 21,006 cases.
4th. Tho individuals in whom the vaccine did not take were again re-

vaccinated with effect in 784 cases ; without effect in 3377.
5th. The number of re-vaccinated soldiers attacked during the course

of the year with pocks was fifty-four varicella, fifty varioloid, true small-
pox, twenty.—Ibid.
Death of a female occasioned by the ignorance of an Accoucheur.—A

horrid event, which can scarcely be considered credible, is said to have
happened recently to a young married female at Seclin. An officier de
sanie was called to deliver the subject ofthe case, who had arrived at the
full term of utero-gestation. He made several attempts to turn the child,
which presented by tho arm, and finally succeeded as was thought very
well, as the child was delivered alive. Called again by the parents of
the patient at about three o'clock in the morning, on account of a violent
pain, he proceeded to extract the masses of coagulated blood which had
collected in the uterus, and other substances, tbe nature of which could
not be ascertained by the assistants. The woman nevertheless died
about seven o'clock, suffering excruciating torment. On the examination
of the body, it was found that the uterus had been ruptured, and that the
mass which had been extracted with the coagula, was a portion of the
intestines, which the operator had severed with his finger nails!

Jour, des Connaissances Medicales, Feb. 1835.

Precocious Menstruation.—Dr. Strohmayer remarks, that in 1816, he
saw in the vicinity of St. Polten, a female child, aged nineteen months,
who was generally affected during the course of one day with a mucous

discharge from the vagina, and for days afterwards with a free dischargeof blood, which recurred for some time at regular monthly periods like
the menses. The child in other respects was healthy, passed through
the vaccine disease kindly, and had all her functions performed regularly
up to the age of three years, at which period she died of hectic fever.—
Strohmayer Medecinisch, Praktisch, Darstellung, Wien.
Medical Graduations.—Twenty-eight medical students were admitted to

the degree of Doctor in Medicine, at the recent commencement at Dart-
mouth College, Hanover, N. H.

Honorary Degree.—That of M.D. was conferred on Dr. Moses Shaw,of Wiscasset, Maine, on the 5th, at Watervillc College.
To Correspondents.—The Communications of Dis. Chandler, C. Smith, andRanney, will receive early attention.
Died—At Coboes Falls, near Albany, N. Y. Dr. Joseph Underwood, formerlyof Pawtucket, R. I.—In Mississippi, Dr. Joseph Cowan, lato ot'Stanton, Va.

Whole number alileaths in Huston for the week ending August IS, 4S. Mules, BO—Females, 25.
Of hooping cough, 4—consumption, (i—diarrbœa, S—infantile, 4—inrush's, 3—bowel complaint, 9—inllatumation of the bowels, 2—old age, 3—bilious fever, 1—liver complaint, a—spasms, 2—dysen

ten-, 1—brain fever, S—apoplexy, I—drowned, 1—dropsy on the brain, 1—hip complaint, 1—croup, 1—convulsions, 1—cholera infantum, 1—worms, 1—unknown, 1. Stillborn, 2.
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